Poverty and Inequality
(MSc, Erasmus University Rotterdam)

Objectives:

The objective of this course is twofold. The first objective is to become familiar with concepts and indicators of poverty and inequality, with causes of poverty and inequality, and with pro-poor policies and strategies at different levels: household, local, national, and international.
The second objective is to train skills for quantitative research in the field of poverty and inequality. At the end of the course, the participants can monitor and analyse the development of poverty and inequality in a region, in a country, or in the world.

Contents:

The following topics will be covered: concepts of poverty today and in the past; the measurement of poverty: headcount ratios, shortfalls, poverty gaps, membership functions, poverty dominance; concepts and measurement of inequality; relationships between growth, inequality and poverty; governance; corruption; causes of poverty; and poverty reduction strategies. Topics are illustrated by empirical examples, case studies and teacher's experience in many countries in Asia and Africa.

Literature:
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